






December 18, 2008
The Honorable Dirk Kempthorne
Secretary
United States Department of the Interior
1849 C Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20240
FAX: (202) 208-5048
Re:
The Final Environmental Impact Statement for the Cape Wind Energy Project
Dear Secretary Kempthorne:
The Natural Resources Defense Council respectfully submits this letter to you on behalf of our more than 1.2 million members and online activists in light of the recent decision by the United States Coast Guard to delay sending their technical radar report to the Mineral Management Service. We call on you stop waiting for this report and to release of the Final Environmental Impact Statement for the Cape Wind Energy Project as quickly as possible. 

NRDC is a nonprofit environmental advocacy organization dedicated to the protection of public health and the environment. Combating global warming, enhancing America’s energy efficiency and promoting clean energy alternatives are three of NRDC’s top environmental priorities. The Cape Wind Energy Project is a critical, precedent setting effort that promises to start unlocking offshore wind energy here in the US. Offshore wind energy is critically needed as a source of clean, renewable energy that serve our coastal cities and towns. These places often have the least access to land-based renewables and yet are the very places that have the most to lose from sea level rise driven by global warming.   

NRDC firmly believes that MMS’ FEIS is done and should be released now so the public can review it and MMS can issue a final decision on the project. Additional delay only further stalls the potential of moving towards reducing greenhouse gas emissions.  We believe that the process by which the Coast Guard has decided to engage on these issues has raised questions as to whether or not this delay is intended only to accommodate unwarranted political intervention as opposed to substantive technical review of the project’s feasibility.  
Captain Raymond Perry of the Coast Guard, the agency officially in charge of reviewing Cape Wind, has already publicly stated in recent media that the Cape Wind project is “doable” in conjunction with reasonable mitigation to safeguard safe marine navigation.  This judgment on behalf of Captain Perry includes his consideration of possible effects of the wind turbines on marine radar systems in accordance to findings from a newly commissioned $100,000 technical study by the Coast Guard. 
After seven years of review, Cape Wind has demonstrated that its benefits will far out weight its costs. With Denmark now trumped by the United Kingdom as offshore wind leaders, NRDC believes that it is far time for the United States to enter this arena with thoughtfully planned and administered projects like Cape Wind. We implore you to prevent yet another unnecessary delay to further impede this process. We thank you for your time and immediate consideration of these concerns.
Sincerely,

Nathanael Greene

Director of Renewable Energy Policy

cc:        Randall B. Luthi, MMS Director, FAX (202) 208-7242
            Walter D. Cruickshank, MMS Deputy Director, FAX (202) 208-7242
            Admiral Thad Allen, U.S. Coast Guard Commandant, FAX (202) 372-4960
