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Biofuels policies can be an important tool for reducing global warming, reducing our dependence on oil, and revitalizing rural economies. Pursued without adequate safeguards, however, policies requiring increased biofuels production carry grave risk to our lands, forests, air, water, wildlife, public health and climate.  While the renewable fuel standard (RFS) in the Senate energy bill includes some minimal protections, many improvements are still required to protect our environment and public health.
The starting point for any constructive biofuels policy has to be much greater end-use energy efficiency.  Efficiency policies such as raising Corporate Average Fuel Economy standards for vehicles and promoting smart growth in our cities are essential to reducing oil demand and ensuring that our lands are not put under excessive pressure to produce biofuel feedstocks.  
Any policy that requires an increase in biofuels production must include the following safeguards:
· Environmental and Natural Resource Protections.  Without adequate protections, forests, conservation lands, agricultural lands and waterways, here and abroad would be badly threatened by pressures from a large increase in biofuels production without adequate environmental protection standards.  Any policy that requires an increase in biofuels needs to direct biomass production toward agricultural lands and forest plantations already used or cleared for planting, restrict most other forest sourcing to pre-commercial thinning, and establish minimum environmental standards for feedstock production.  Without these safeguards, a large increase in biofuels production would result in wholesale loss of healthy agricultural lands, wildlife habitat and other ecological values.  The Environmental Protection Agency should be given authority to adjust the fuel volume targets of any mandated increase in biofuels production if it finds that the increase would cause negative environmental impacts.   A voluntary certification and labeling program is needed to promote sustainable biofuels and establish best practices criteria for biofuels production.  Incentives are also needed to promote biofuels that meet the best practices criteria of the labeling program.
· Public Health Safeguards.  A policy that requires an increase in biofuels production could also increase the use of gasoline mixed with small amounts of ethanol (5-20 percent).  This type of gasoline blend increases air pollution that harms public health.  This problem can be solved by modifying the blending process or requiring much higher amounts of ethanol (at least 85 percent) to be mixed with the gasoline.  It is essential that any policy that requires an increase in biofuels production also provide that the requirement not increase air pollution over the amount attributable to gasoline sold in 2007.  Also critical are agriculture standards that protect public health by mitigating pesticide run-off and water contamination.
(over …) 
· Global Warming Pollution Standards.  Any policy that increases biofuels production must ensure that the additional production reduces global warming pollution.  All biofuels that are used to meet a renewable fuels standard (RFS) established by the Energy Policy Act of 2005 should achieve at least the current industry average of 20 percent better emissions footprint than gasoline.  To ensure meaningful emissions reductions benefits from biofuels production, any expansion of the RFS must be met with biofuels that achieve at least a 50 percent reduction in lifecycle emissions. 
· Keeping the Biofuels Program Under Clean Air Act.  Any expansion of the RFS must be an amendment to the existing biofuels program established under the Clean Air Act by the Energy Policy Act of 2005.  Making any new biofuels mandate part of the existing biofuels program makes sense both administratively and for clean air.  Among federal agencies, EPA has the most experience and expertise related to transportation fuels, and is already responsible for implementing the current RFS program. There is no reason to shift jurisdiction to the President as proposed by the Senate energy bill or to establish a parallel bureaucracy and rulemaking to replicate what already exists.
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