
The Honorable Barack H. Obama
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20500

December 10, 2009

Re: Fair and Science-Based Management for the Sacramento River and Bay-Delta

Dear President Obama,

We are people living in the Pacific coast’s cities and towns, working to keep alive livelihoods and
traditions that built our communities and culture. A major portion of our economic lifeblood stems
from the salmon industry, both commercial and sport. Our salmon industries depend on abundant
runs of Sacramento River fall chinook salmon. Some 60 percent of the salmon caught off Oregon
and 90 percent of the salmon caught off California originate in the Sacramento River system. As
you know, nearly all ocean salmon fishing has been closed in California and most of Oregon for
two years due to the dramatic collapse of Sacramento fall chinook salmon.

As members of Oregon and California’s commercial and recreational salmon industries and
communities, we are writing to respectfully ask you to defend the recently-released federal plans
for the restoration of threatened and endangered salmon, steelhead, sturgeon, and other native fish
dependent upon the Sacramento River and Bay-Delta estuary. We call on you to support the
implementation and funding of these science-based and peer-reviewed plans.

We also respectfully request that you immediately initiate a federal investigation to locate the
800,000 acre feet of Sacramento River water that is supposed to be set aside every year to keep our
salmon runs healthy under Section 3406(b)(2) of the 1992 Central Valley Project Improvement Act
(CVPIA). This investigation should take a close look at exactly what the federal agency responsible
– the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation – has done with this 800,000 acre feet of water. Last year, a panel
of independent scientists evaluated the CVPIA’s Anadromous Fisheries Restoration Program on
behalf of the federal Office of Management and Budget. They determined that the Bureau of
Reclamation “does not dedicate and manage 800 kaf of water from headwaters storage through the
Delta.” Instead, they found that Reclamation’s “approach seems fundamentally at odds with the
intent and language of the [CVPIA].”1

In the face of the largest salmon fishery shutdown in U.S. history, the fact that the Bureau of
Reclamation has failed for seventeen years to implement Congress’ directive to make this water
available for salmon recovery is outrageous. If this water had been used as Congress required, we
likely wouldn’t have gone through the last two years of devastating fishing closures. To address
this appalling failure and others, the Office of Management and Budget’s panel recommended a
series of reforms for the Anadromous Fisheries Restoration Program. We ask you to support the
fair and common sense solutions presented by this report to help achieve the fisheries restoration
mandates of the CVPIA.

As natural resource users, our use of rivers and their salmon is an open book. California and
Oregon’s fishery agencies maintain meticulous records to provide a transparent accounting of our
impacts. It seems both logical and fair to us that federal agencies that use our rivers’ water be held
up to the same standards as fishermen – and take responsibility for their natural resource use.

The unprecedented closure of the salmon fishery has caused an economic disaster along hundreds

                                                  
1 “Listen to the River: An Independent Review of the CVPIA Fisheries Program,” p. 42. Available at
http://www.cvpiaindependentreview.com/FisheriesReport12_12_08.pdf



of miles of the Pacific Coast. An economic review by Southwick Associates, commissioned by the
American Sportfishing Association, estimated losses in California alone due to the 2008 and 2009
closures of $2.8 billion and 23,000 jobs lost in the combined commercial and recreational industries.
Oregon’s salmon economy is somewhat smaller than California’s, but economic losses have been
no less devastating to the state.

Salmon spend part of their lives in the ocean but are born and die in our rivers. We can do little to
influence fluctuating conditions for salmon in the ocean, but we can have an impact on the
conditions salmon encounter in our rivers. We must manage our rivers responsibly.

Conditions harming threatened runs of salmon in the Sacramento River and Bay-Delta estuary
likewise harm the commercially indispensable Sacramento fall chinook salmon run. The National
Marine Fisheries Service recently reported that continuing status-quo operations in the Delta
would lead to the extinction of all listed salmon runs in the Central Valley. The agency has also
stated that mismanagement of Sacramento River waters and pumping from the Sacramento-San
Joaquin Delta are primary factors in the decline of Central Valley salmon runs. These factors must
be fixed or we will see our salmon go extinct, along with our way of life. The current federal plan
for the restoration of declining salmon runs represents a key step towards fixing these problems.

We need your help to rectify a wrong and restore our salmon, our economy, our ports, our
businesses, and our communities. While the steps we outline above cannot alone solve the
complex Sacramento salmon crisis, we believe they offer an opportunity to address some of the
most important, immediate problems facing the Sacramento River and Bay-Delta estuary, and the
many communities dependent upon its invaluable fall chinook salmon fishery.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Chris Aiello
F/V J&C
Port Orford, OR

Johnny Alto
F/V Fishtale
Cannon Beach, OR

Richard Alves
ImHooked.com
Fort Jones, CA

Greg Ambiel
F/V Tasu
Half Moon Bay, CA

Jim Anderson
F/V Allaine
Half Moon Bay, CA

Larry Andre
F/V Genesis
Half Moon Bay, CA

Lowell Ashbaugh
Fly Fishers of Davis
Davis, CA

Mike Ashdown
F/V Irish Rose
Port Orford, OR

Skyler Ashdown
F/V Heuvon
Port Orford, OR

Ron Ashwin
F/V Sea Fox
San Francisco, CA

John Atkinson
F/V New Rayann
Corte Madera, CA

Dan Bacher
Fish Sniffer
Elk Grove, CA



Rich Basch
Ollie Damon’s
Portland, OR

Dave Bailey
Greywolf Fly Fishing Club
Gardiner, WA

John Banks
California Striped Bass Association
Stockton, CA

Scott Bayer
F/V Maui
Grey’s Harbor, WA

Dennis Baxter
F/V New Captain Pete
Half Moon Bay, CA

Mike Becker
F/V Silverquest (Ret’d)
Newport, OR

Peggy Beckett
Huck Finn Sportfishing
Half Moon Bay, CA

Richard Bell
F/V Solitude
Half Moon Bay, CA

Phil Bentivegna
F/V Butchie B
San Francisco, CA

Jeff Bettencourt
F/V Mariah Lea
Half Moon Bay, CA

John Beuttler
California Sportfishing Protection Alliance
Berkeley, CA

Jim Bittle
Willie Boats
Central Point, OR

Dave Bitts
F/V Elmarue
Eureka, CA

Dixie Boley
Fishermen Direct Seafoods
Gold Beach, OR

Nick Bordelon
F/V Keta
Port Orford, OR

Rusty Boro
F/V Bebe
Half Moon Bay, CA

Bob Bouke
Johnson’s Bait and Tackle
Yuba City, CA

Tim Brady
Sales Representative - Tackle
Weaverville, CA

Mike Brinkley
Flycasters of San Jose
Campbell, CA

John Brogoitti
John Brogoitti & Associates
Gig Harbor, WA

Hank Bryson
F/V Christy Belle
Newport, OR

Glenn Burkhow
F/V Eagle III
Port Orford, OR

Scott Byrne
Maschmedt & Associates
Yuba City, CA

Tim Calvert
F/V Sandra Dee
San Francisco, CA

James Carey Jr.
Gold Coast Products
Gold Beach, OR

Paavo Carrol
F/V Titan
Charleston, OR



Todd Carver
Portland Marine Electronics
Clackamas, OR

Chuck Case
F/V Ann Me
Port Orford, OR

Corey Cate
Tracy Fly Fishers, Tri-Valley Fly Fishers
Tracy and Livermore, CA

Barry Canevaro
Fish Hookers Sportfishing
Isleton, CA

Bill Cobb
F/V Rosalie
Port Orford, OR

Darrell Cobb
F/V Eagle III
Port Orford, OR

Mark Coleman
All Rivers Guide Service
Seattle, WA

Mike Chamberlain
Teds Sports Center
Lynnwood, WA

Jack Chapman
Lovely Linda Sportfishing
Fair Oaks, CA

Cindy Charles
Golden West Women Flyfishers
San Francisco, CA

Walter Chuck
Recreational Fishing Alliance, Oregon
Chapter
Newport, OR

Josh Churchman
F/V Palo
Bolinas, CA

Derick Cole
Maurice Sporting Goods
Reno, NV

Larry Collins
F/V Autumn Gale, Crab Boat Owners
Association
San Francisco, CA

Tom Creedon
F/V Scoma, Scoma’s Restaurant
San Francisco, CA

Gordon Cummings
Tim Bailey & Associates
Santa Cruz, CA

Chad Dahlberg
F/V Reelization
Half Moon Bay, CA

Mark Davis
F/V Billie Kaye
San Francisco, CA

Larry Dennis
Mission Peak Fly Anglers
Fremont, CA

Henry deRonden-Pos
F/V New Dawn
Newport, OR

Jimmy Dillard
F/V Endurance
Sacramento, CA

Bill Divens
Salmon King Lodge
Red Bluff, CA

Walt Doll
F/V Judy Kay
Half Moon Bay, CA

Jacqueline Douglas
F/V Wacky Jacky
San Francisco, CA

Ken Elie
Outdoor Pro Shop
Rohnert Park, CA

Pat Elie
Outdoor Pro Shop
Rohnert Park, CA



Jim Entwisle
F/V Traveler
Morro Bay, CA

Jim Farrand
Smoker Craft Boats
Stayton, OR

Russ Faught
The Fisherman’s Friend
Lodi, CA

Corey Feldner
F/V Granville
Newport, OR

Jeff Feldner
F/V Granville
Newport, OR

Les Fernandes
Fish On Tackle
Bodega Bay, CA

Dean Fleck
Englund Marine Supply
Newport, OR

Dick Figgins
Dick Nite Spoons, Inc.
Lake Stevens, WA

Jeff Finch
F/V Marauder
Half Moon Bay, CA

Steve Fitz
F/V Mr. Morgan
Half Moon Bay, CA

Kathy Fosmark
Alliance of Communities for Sustainable
Fisheries
Monterey, CA

Larry Fortado
F/V Phillis J
Half Moon Bay, CA

Randy Fry
Randy’s Rods and Reels
San Rafael, CA

Roger Frye
F/V Fish On
Port Orford, OR

Edward Galia
F/V New El Dorado II
Berkeley, CA

Joe Galia
F/V New Easy Rider
Berkeley, CA

Robert Galia
F/V El Dorado
Berkeley, CA

Harry Garabedian
New Seeker Sportfishing
Fairfax, CA

Kerry Gayagas
Fishing Legend
Lake Elsinore, CA

Allen Gim
F/V Sachico
Half Moon Bay, CA

Rick Goche
F/V Peso II
Coquille, OR

Steve Goldsby
Smalley’s Wholesale Distributor
Oakdale, CA

Tom Genochio
F/V Helen Ruth
Half Moon Bay, CA

Zeke Grader
Pacific Coast Federation of Fishermen’s
Associations
San Francisco, CA

Roy Gray
Roy Gray & Associates
Auburn, CA

Peter Grenell
San Mateo County Harbor District
San Mateo County, CA



Phil Grunert
All Sports Supply/Big Rock Sports
Fortuna, CA

Brian Guiles
F/V Flying Fish
Novato, CA

Bart Hall
Fred Hall Shows
Camarillo, CA

Liz Hamilton
Northwest Sportfishing Industry Association
Portland, OR

Mike Hammond
Hammond Marine Electronics
San Francisco, CA

Jack Hansen
F/V Darlene
Morro Bay, CA

Mark Haynes
Haynes-Florance & Associates
Manteca, CA

Carol Healy
F/V Sea Fox
San Francisco, CA

Paul Heikkila
F/V Andante
Coquille, OR

Earl Henry
F/V Evening
Aberdeen, WA

Elijah Henry
F/V Wanderer
Westport, WA

John Herwitz
F/V Irene Marie
Half Moon Bay, CA

Bob Higgins
Higgins Guide Service
Sonora, CA

Ron Hiller
Tom Posey Co.
Tigard, OR

Sean Hodges
F/V Hog Heaven
Novato, CA

John Holloway
Recreational Fishing Alliance, Oregon
Chapter
Newport, OR

Richard & Ruth Holmes
Holmes & Associates
Oakley, CA

Mike Horgan
F/V Mako
Half Moon Bay, CA

Mac Huff
Eagle Cap Fishing Guides
Joseph, OR

Ric Ice
Mystic Tackle
Long Beach, CA

Frank Inferera
F/V Ann R
Half Moon Bay, CA

Dave Ing
Salmon Trout Steelheader
Portland, OR

Robert Ingles
F/V Queen of Hearts
Half Moon Bay, CA

Sherry Ingles
Half Moon Bay Sportfishing
Half Moon Bay, CA

Kelly Jago
Collins Lake
Oregon House, CA

Phil Jensen
Luhr Jensen Co
Hood River, OR



Eric Johnson
Outdoor Sportsman
Stockton, CA

Laurel Johnson
F/V Titan
Charleston, OR

Nat Johnson
F/V New Polaris
Half Moon Bay, CA

Paul Johnson
Monterey Fish Market
Berkeley, CA

Tom Joseph
Fish On Charters
San Jose, CA

Dan Keeler
F/V Dominion
Port Orford, OR

Perry Kerson
Sea Turtle Charters
Sausalito, CA

Michael Koepke
Pure Fishing
Dixon, CA

Bob Kotula
Outwest Marketing
Lake Forrest, CA

Will Kozlowski
F/V Helen W
Half Moon Bay, CA

Rob Kralick
F/V Lady Le Blanc
Half Moon Bay, CA

Larry Lack
Trout Unlimited, North Bay Chapter
San Rafael, CA

Sunny Lampe
Sunny’s Electric Marine
Sacramento, CA

Jeff Law
Aqueous Outdoors
Moreno, CA

Frank Lee
F/V Voyager
Sacramento, CA

John Lenty
F/V Karin Michelle
Vancouver, WA

Melanie Lewis
Glory Hole Sports
Angels Camp, CA

Wes & Kathy Lewis
Guns & Stuff
Sacramento, CA

Cliff Liddy
Persuader American Angling
Danville, CA

Aaron Longton
F/V Goldeneye
Port Orford, OR

James Louie
Captain Hook Sportfishing
San Francisco, CA

Brion Lutz
OLYC Inc.
Portland, OR

Duncan MacLean
F/V Barbara Faye, Half Moon Bay
Fishermen’s Marketing Association
Half Moon Bay, CA

Todd Magaline
F/V Blue Runner
San Rafael, CA

Daniel Majhor
F/V Misty
San Jose, Ca

Roger Mammon
Lower Sherman Island Duck Hunters
Association
Oakley, CA



Tom Mattusch
Huli Cat Sport Fishing
El Grenada, CA

Keith Marks
Marks Sales Company
Aptos, CA

Jim Martin
Recreational Fishing Alliance, West Coast
Region
Fort Bragg, CA

Richard Martucci
Ram Sport Wholesale
Lincoln, CA

Mike McHenry
F/V Merva W
Half Moon Bay, CA

Scott Mecum
F/V Providence
Port Orford, OR

Steve Melz
F/V Sunrise
Half Moon Bay, CA

Mick Menigoz
Superfish Sportfishing
Novato, CA

Mark Mlcoch
Northern California River Guides
Anderson, CA

Monty Moncrief
Fishing Instructor
Harbor, OR

Lee Myers
Great American Smokehouse
Brookings, OR

Russell Nelson
Nelson Resources Consulting
Oakland Park, FL

Aaron Newman
F/V Maria Isabel
Eureka, CA

Chris Olson
Newport Marina Store & Charters, Inc.,
Oregon Coast Sportfishing Association
Newport, OR

Galen Onizuka
Johnson Hicks
Sausalito & Santa Cruz, CA

Jeffrey Owens
Business Planning Group
Clackamas, OR

Pietro Parravano
Institute for Fisheries Resources
San Francisco, CA

Donny Pemberton
F/V Stacy Joanne
Half Moon Bay, CA

Jerry Pemberton
F/V Lady Le Blanc
Half Moon Bay, CA

Phil Peterson
F/V Silver Sea
Newport, OR

Richard Pettersen
F/V Frank's Wake
Newport, OR

John Pfund
Discovery Bay Yacht Sales
Discovery Bay, CA

Burlin Phillips
F/V Melville
Astoria, OR

Dick Pool
Pro-Troll Fishing Products, Water4Fish
Concord, CA

Tom Posey
Tom Posey Co.
Portland, OR

Chuck Powell
River Run Guide Company
Corning, CA



Richard Powers
F/V New Sea Angler
Bodega Bay, CA

Richard Preiss
Angler’s Buddy International
Waterford, CA

Randy Pringle
The Fishing Instructor
Salida, CA

Steve Pschaida
F/V Irene M
Morro Bay, CA

Angelo Pucci
G. Pucci & Sons Inc.
Brisbane, CA

Randy Repass
West Marine
Watsonville, CA

Frank Reseino
F/V Lovely Martha
San Francisco, CA

Jim Randall
F/V Misty Dawn
Half Moon Bay, CA

Jason Rissetto
F/V Trek II
Fort Bragg, CA

Al & Carol Ritter
F/V Mickey
Newport, OR

Gordon Robertson
American Sportfishing Association
Alexandria, VA

Mark Rockwell
Northern California Council of Federation of
Fly Fishers
Penn Valley, CA

Douglas Rogers
WFO Sportfishing
Camarillo, CA

Jordan Rodgers
Clipper Yacht Harbor, Salty’s Bait & Tackle
Sausalito, CA

Jeff Rodriguez
F/V Coho
Half Moon Bay, CA

Jim Salter
F/V Westerly
Half Moon Bay, CA

Mark & Cynthia Schneider
F/V Princess
Newport, OR

Brad Schoenborn
Bob’s Sporting Goods
Longview, WA

Scott Schubert
Steeler Inc.
North Highlands, CA

Bill Shake
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (Ret’d)
Portland, OR

Bill Shedd
AFTCO Manufacturing Company, Inc.
Irvine, CA

Craig Shimokusu
New Salmon Queen Sportfishing
Alameda, CA

Steve Smith
F/V Puffin
Half Moon Bay, CA

Scotty Smitz
F/V Jen
Half Moon Bay, CA

Kevin Squire
Valley Springs Home Center
Valley Springs, CA

Brad Staples
Western Fishing Adventures
West Linn, OR



Vance Staplin
Vance’s Tackle
Citrus Heights, CA

Ken Stagnaro
F/V Velocity
Santa Cruz, CA

Tom Stickel
F/V Regina, F/V Mollie
Morro Bay, CA

Hugh Stickney
F/V Joycelyn
Oakland, CA

Craig Stone
Emeryville Sportfishing
Emeryville, CA

Dan Stuckey
F/V Seabird
Half Moon Bay, CA

Frank Stuckey
F/V HMB Live
Half Moon Bay, CA

Dave Strahan
All Sports Supply/Big Rock Sports
Grants Pass, OR

Don Swartz
Oregon Department of Fish & Wildlife
(Ret’d)
Milwaukie, OR

John Szostak
F/V Fortuna
Half Moon Bay, CA

Travis Taylor
Rusty Hook
Pacifica, CA

Dan Temko
Pillar Point Harbor
Half Moon Bay, CA

Roger Thomas
F/V Salty Lady, Golden Gate Fishermen’s
Association
Sausalito, CA

Randy Thornton
F/V Telstar
Fort Bragg, CA

Bruce Tokars
Salmon Water Now
San Francisco, CA

Les Van Sistine
Sep’s Pro Fishing
Vacaville, CA

Mark Vejar
Progressive Outdoor Marketing
Oakdale, CA

Chris Vertopolus
Northwest Angling Experience
Tillamook, OR

Len Vinci
L. H. French Company
Lincoln, CA

Mark Wagner
F/V Buenafe
Bolinas, CA

Todd Wagner
Bucksport Sporting Goods
Eureka, CA

Bill Webb
F/V Cricket
Half Moon Bay, CA

Jeff Werner
F/V Deanna Marie, Fishermen Direct
Seafoods
Pistol River, OR

Brian Williamson
F/V Sandy B
Morro Bay, CA

John Wilson
Fishermen Direct Seafoods
Gold Beach, OR

Mark Wilson
Mark Wilson Sportfishing
Sacramento, CA



Dan Wolford
Coastside Fishing Club
Los Gatos, CA

Don Wong
C-Gull 11 Sportfishing
San Leandro, CA

G. M. “Woody” Wood
Jeff Robles & Associates
Whitmore, CA

Alex Ybarrolaza
Small Boat Commercial Salmon Fishermen's
Association
Berkeley, CA

Jay Yokomizo
C-Gull 11 Sportfishing
San Leandro, CA

Jack Young
Qualia Corporation
Novato, CA

Rans Young
Cal-Western Properties
San Jose, CA

Joe Zelfer
F/V Royal
Newport, OR

Gary Zurn
AWR Sports, Big Rock Sports LLC
Fresno, CA

Cc: California and Oregon delegations, U.S. Congress
U.S. Secretary of the Interior
U.S. Secretary of Commerce
Oregon Salmon Commission
California Salmon Council
Pacific Fisheries Management Council
Governor Ted Kulongoski
Governor Arnold Schwartzenegger


