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Facts: Jobs and Endangered Species in the Bay-Delta 

 
 

FACT:  Former Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger’s Administration estimated that the closure of the 
salmon fishery in California in 2008 and 2009, resulted in the loss of $255 Million and $279 Million, 
respectively. The collapse of the salmon fishery also resulted in the loss of 2,690 jobs in 2009 and 2,263 
in 2008.1  Other analyses have estimated significantly higher economic and job impacts as a result of the 
closure of the salmon fishery.  
 
FACT:  Economists have estimated that reduced agricultural water deliveries for endangered species 
protections resulted in approximately 1,400 lost jobs and $150 million in lost income in 2009. Including 
both drought and Endangered Species Act protections, farming revenue in the San Joaquin Valley 
declined by less than 3% and farming jobs declined by 1-5%.2 
 
FACT:  In 2009, the State of California and other water users have acknowledged that drought, and not 
endangered species protections, caused three quarters of the reduction in water deliveries from the 
state and federal water projects.3    
 
FACT:  The federal Court in Fresno hearing the challenges to environmental protections concluded that, 
“the economic pain and hardship has been no less to the fishing industry that relies on salmon than has 
been the economic consequence to the Central Valley agricultural community.”4  
 
FACT:  As a result of drought and environmental restrictions, farm revenues were reduced by an 
estimated 2.3% to 2.5% in the San Joaquin Valley in 2009.5    
 
FACT:  The U.S. Census Bureau reported that unemployment in the town of Mendota, California 
averaged 16% from 2005-2009.6 While this is still a high level of unemployment, it is dramatically less 
than the estimates cited by some special interests.   
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